
 

 

 
  

 

 

 

Thank you . . .  
. . . . . for your interest in the BEMC Community Grants 
Program started by Brunswick Electric Membership 
Corporation (BEMC) in 2003.  In the first six years of 
the program we have awarded nearly $188,000 in total 
grants to help 93 local groups or agencies with their 
projects, impacting a wide cross-section of citizens of 
all ages. 
 
BEMC, a Touchstone Energy cooperative, is a locally owned and operated  
not-for-profit corporation owned by its members, with the primary purpose of providing 
safe, reliable and affordable electric power to all.  We serve nearly 85,000 member 
locations in Brunswick and Columbus counties, plus parts of Bladen and Robeson 
counties.  
 
One of the guiding principles of Touchstone Energy cooperatives everywhere is a strong 
Commitment to Community.  At BEMC we participate in a variety of activities designed to 
enhance the quality of life in our communities.  In addition to our Bright Ideas grant 
program for teachers, we expanded our community commitment to support worthwhile 
projects that provide important social, cultural, educational and economic services to all 
citizens by establishing the BEMC Community Grants program in 2003. 
 
For consideration for a 2010 BEMC COMMUNITY GRANT, your application must 
be submitted between January 15 and February 15, 2010.  Grant winners will 
be notified in March 2010.   
 
Please see the attached Guidelines page and Application for additional information.  Any 
questions about the BEMC Community Grant program should be directed to:  
Judy Gore, VP of Customer Services at 910-754-4391 or 800-842-5871,  
or by email to info@bemc.org, with “BEMC Community Grants” in the subject line, or  
by regular mail to: Judy Gore, Brunswick EMC, RE: Community Grants, PO Box 826,  
Shallotte, NC 28459. 
 
Please visit the cooperative’s website:  www.bemc.org for information on grants awarded 
in the past.  On the website, you may also download an MS Word version of the 
application that can be filled out on computer, printed and submitted by mail.   
  
We look forward to hearing about your project. 

 
 



  
   
  Guidelines 

 

Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation  À  PO Box 826  À  Shallotte, NC  28459  À  910-754-4391 À  800-842-5871 

 
GOALS: 

The Brunswick Electric Membership Corporation Community Grants Program is designed to 
provide funds for projects benefiting the people in the BEMC service area, which includes 
Brunswick and Columbus Counties, plus parts of Bladen and Robeson counties.  The intent 
is to assist with funding of worthy projects to enhance the quality of life for our citizens. 

 
 
GRANT CRITERIA: 
 Grants must be for programs originating in and 
benefiting the BEMC service area 

 Grants will range from $500 to a maximum of $2500 for 
any one project 

 Grants are generally to be expended within one year, 
without expectation of further support 

 Priority given to grants that show specific plans for 
future funding, partnerships with other organizations, 
collaborative efforts 

 Applicant organization should have active board of 
directors or management with demonstrated 
competency in sound financial management and policy-
making and/or qualify as a 501 (c) 3 tax-exempt 
organization 

 Grant Application must have clearly defined and 
measurable goals; address a unique service or program 
rather than duplicating an effort already in place; 
address root causes of a problem rather than deal only 
with symptoms; and have solid benefits for the 
community. 

 Exclusions: grants will not be made for the following: 
political or religious activities, payment of utility bills; 
coverage of operating budgets, debt retirement, loans 
or investments; or for projects or programs that already 
have funds allocated by governments or municipalities. 

In addition, grants will not be made directly to 
individuals, but only to agencies and programs that 
provide help for individuals or groups.  Grants will not 
be made to organizations that discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, creed, sex, marital status or handicap; or 
to organizations or programs that might in any way 
pose a conflict with the goals, programs or employees 
of BEMC. 

APPLICATIONS: 
Available at any BEMC office.  Application must be 
prepared in full and submitted with any supporting 
documentation to: ATTN: Community Grants at the 
address shown below.  Applications must be 
submitted  between January 15 and February 15 of 
each year. 

 

 Areas for consideration, including but 
not limited to: 

 Family Services programs 
to benefit children, families, and the 
elderly, i.e. domestic violence, abused 
children, elder programs, parenting 
education, assistance programs, 
housing/shelter, health education, 
hospice, handicap accessibility 
programs, caregiver support 

 Civic and Community programs 
to provide recreational, historic, 
educational, environmental, techno-
logy, special events, i.e. technology 
access, library services, festivals, 
special events, fundraising events 
(local), playground equipment, 
nature / conservation programs, 
historic preservation, scholarships 
(youth and adult), animal shelter 
support, recreational programs 

 Cultural and Arts Programs 
i.e,  art education programs, 
public concerts, public art 
exhibits 

 Emergency Services  
to provide or enhance services of 
fire, police, EMS, especially for 
natural disasters, i.e., special 
equipment, special training, emer-
gency assistance  

 Development  
activities contributing to the 
economic health of the area, i.e., job 
creation, adult education/ job 
training, literacy programs, new 
business development and the like. 
 

 










